The course begins with Plato. The Republic starts the tradition of political philosophy and presents the case for an intellectual aristocracy. Machiavelli's The Prince challenges Plato's elitism and argues that politicians must recognize the political world as it is, not how it ought to be. Kant 
Course Requirements
(1-2). Students have a chance to write and present a research paper on one of the authors we discuss this semester. Early in the semester, I will assign students to a group. On the day your group leads discussion, each student will turn in to me, and present to the class, a 5-7 page research project on how the philosopher helps us grasp contemporary politics. 3) The midterm, on October 14, covers Plato, Machiavelli, and Kant. A week beforehand, I will distribute 6 essay questions, and on the day of the exam we will roll a die to determine 2 questions. Well-written essays should incorporate material from the lectures, readings, presentations, and your own thoughts. You may study in groups, but the exam is close-booked. The exam is 1 hour.
(4) The final has the same format as the midterm, and is on Hume, Marx, Mill, Connolly.
(5) Class participation. Students are expected to come to class on time prepared to discuss the readings. I employ the Socratic method in the classroom, which means that I will often call on you even if your hands are down; be ready! Students are expected to read, listen, observe, and think actively rather than passively.
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